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Calendar
Sat, Jan 31 Ice Skating at the Winter Lodge, 5:30 pm
Mon, Feb 9 PTA Meeting, 5:30 pm
Mon, Feb 16 Presidents’ Day (no school)
Tue, Feb 17 Staff Development Day (no school)
Sat, Feb 28 The Juana Run

***The Briones Banner is now also available on the Briones
web site at www .briones.palo-alto.ca.us/***

Principal’s Message

As we move into the second month of 2004, tangible solutions to the ongoing
financial crisis confronting the State of California continue to evade
policymakers. In a budget proposed by the new governor two weeks ago,
funding for public education was not hit as hard as other areas. However,
the annual budget battles in Sacramento tend to rage through spring and
summer, and things could change. How difficult budget battles ultimately
become will hinge on the results of a March 2 state bond issue put before
voters to finance the state’s debt.

Although local educators are relieved that further cuts in aid to public
schools were not evident in the governor’s new proposed budget, serious

local issues remain. PAUSD is struggling with a $3,000,000 gap between
revenues and expenditures for the coming year.
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Come skating
on Saturday

Briones is having a
skating party at the
Winter Lodge
Jan. 31, 5:30 to 7:30 pm
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Three factors have combined to cause
this shortfall. PAUSD receives the
vast majority of its operating funds
from local property tax revenue,
including both private residences and
business. Through last summer and
fall, we learned from the County
Assessors Office that our tax
revenue—once projected to grow
3.48%--is closer to .22%. The decrease
is apparently due to downward
reassessments of business property in
Palo Alto. The decrease in property
values resulted in a $1,900,000 loss in
ongoing revenue that had already
been factored into the 2003-04 budget.
This loss, coupled with a 2.28%
growth in student enroliment and a
continuing surge in employee benefit
costs, has produced the $3,000,000
deficit the district is trying to
manage.

By law, every school district must
have a balanced budget. The PAUSD
Board of Education chose to use its
undesignated reserves to cover the
deficit for this year rather than opt
for mid-year budget reductions.
Looking ahead to the 2004-05 school
year, the District faces this structural
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$3,000,000 deficit once again. It
appears that painful reductions in
staffing or programs lie ahead.

Knowing that budget reductions must
be made, the District is making every
effort to limit the impact any
reductions might have on our schools
and students. District leaders are
seeking creative solutions that will
keep the reductions as far away from
programs and classroom staffing as
possible. The clock is working against
these efforts because state law
mandates that many staffing
decisions for the 2004-05 school year
must be made by March 15. This
means job reduction recommendations
must go to the Board of Education by
February 24.

Indeed, these are uncertain times. |
urge you to stay informed and to ask
questions. Talk to your PTA
leadership. Another excellent source
of information about the budget
situation is the PAUSD web site at
www.pausd.palo-alto.ca.us. Click on
Superintendent’s Message for regular
updates from PAUSD Superintendent,
Mary Frances Callan.

—Gary Dalton

PTA President’s
Message

As of today, we have just completed
our Ability Awareness Week! A huge
thank you goes out to Ilona Sobil for
coordinating this wonderful week.
This past week required the help of
many volunteers who gave hours of
their time. Thank you to the
following parents: Pauline Russ-
Navarro, Nancy Kelem, Carolyn
Glenn, Sandy Passell, Sawako
Tajima, Dena McLerran, Ruchita
Parat, Avivit Steinhardt, Michelle
Wu, Kayo Shikasho , Martin Glenn,
Anne-Marie Macrae, Robin Kao,
Suzanne McKenna, Rena Allison,
Barbara Adams, Gretchen Reynolds,
Natalie Toennis, Michael Mann,
Carolyn Cooper, Sarayil Rao,
Pamela Diken, Lynn Kidder, Laura
Baldschun, Nicolina Leong, Pilar

Juana Briones PTA Newsletter

For Clncoming Kinder Parents... . .
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Afternoon Tea ' 3y r
Sunday, February 1, 12 noon — 2:00 pm T '. —_—

llona Sobil will be hosting a Kinder Tea for parents of incoming
students, at her home at 860 Arroyo Court. Parents of older children
who are considering a change to Briones are also welcome. If you have
neighbors whose children will be entering Kindergarten next Fall,
please tell them about the tea so they can meet Briones parents and ask
questions. If you can attend, please do so and help us tell prospective

parents what makes Briones great!

For more information, contact Debbie Sutherland at markjsuth@aol.com

or llona Sobil at ilona@pacbell.net.

Badiool, Rachel Paley, Deborah
Clark and Wendy Cornish. Without
all of your time and hard work we
never would have been able to give
our students this experience. Thank
you!

During Ability Awareness Week,
Briones students got to experience
what it was like to have differences.
They were able to try out
wheelchairs and walkers and then
were asked thoughtful questions such
as, what things in their life would
have to change if they were always
in a wheelchair or using a walker.
This led to some very insightful
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observations. The students also had
in-class demonstrations in which
they learned, through hands-on
experiences, how it would be to
struggle with fine motor skill
problems or dyslexia, among other
things. There was also an
opportunity to discuss bullying and
how this treatment made people
feel. The bottom-line message is that
everyone has different abilities,
making them good at some things and
not so good at others. The exercises
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were aimed at helping everyone gain
a better understanding of what it
would be like to live with these
differences. Please ask your child to
share some of what they have
learned this week with you.

In these last two weeks, we have also
had a very dedicated group of
volunteers checking for head lice.
Thank you so much to Carolyn Cooper,
Natalie Toennis, Heidi Stein, Robin
Boselli-Kao, Lynn Kidder, Vickie
Johnson, Kay Ferguson, Debbie
Sutherland, Pamela Diken, Sevgi
Carefoot, Jill Dinneen, Shana Feiner,
Sharon Fisher, Maria Eichler, and
Kate Hill for checking every head in
the school! | was fortunate enough to
be around the volunteers as they very
carefully and painstakingly went
through hair. | was so impressed with
the kindness that the volunteers
imparted to the children of Briones.
Having your hair checked for lice can
be a very upsetting experience for
some children, but the volunteers
made each and every child feel
comfortable and good about
themselves. They even found ways to
make the situation fun. Luckily, we
found only a few cases of lice and
because of our head check we seem to
have sent those lice packing for now.
(And, let’s hope for good!)

In upcoming events, we have our
annual Briones Ice Skating party on
Saturday, January 31. You don’t want
to miss this fun event! Be sure to look
for the flyer in this Banner for more
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information.

Remember, our next PTA meeting will
be on Monday, February 9, at 5:30 pm.
We will start with a pasta dinner at
5:45, followed by a short meeting at
6:30 sharp, and end with an
informative and interesting talk and
slideshow about astronomy at 7:00.
(Please see the next article for more
details.) Babysitting will be
provided for the children. This
should be a great time for the whole
family.

Please feel free to contact me with
any questions. Hope you all have a
wonderful weekend!

—Suzanne McKenna (856-4192
mckennafamily5@aol.com)

Pta news and to do’s

Astronomy Night at Briones --
February 9th

Treat yourselves and your children to
two spectacular presentations about
Astronomy following the Juana
Briones PTA business meeting on the
evening of Monday, February 9th.

Beginning at 7 PM, Dave Rodrigues
will perform as the "Astrowizard"
using magic (and some pyrotechnic) to
demonstrate scientific concepts and
astronomical principles. His

presentation will cover the planets
and some deep sky objects such as
galaxies and nebulas.

Second, Doug Brown of the Fremont
Peak Observatory Assocation will
present a slide lecture about Mars
exploration.
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If the weather is good, we'll have
amateur astronomers sharing the
telescopes in the evening for views of
Saturn, Mars, Jupiter, the moon, the
Andromeda galaxy, the Orion
nebula, and the Pleiades, among
other objects.

Admission is free, all interested
individuals and families are
welcome.

Questions? Please contact Peter Kao
<peterkao@stanford.edu>

Become involved at the Palo
Alto PTA Council level.

Are you interested in the issues
affecting our school district? Would
you like to be more involved in the
issues and activities within the Palo
Alto School District? The PTA
Council is for you!

Each Palo Alto school PTA,
including ours, belongs to the Palo
Alto PTA Council. The PTA Council
tackles district-wide, statewide, and
nationwide issues that effect our
children and serves as a valuable
resource (legislation, training,
leadership) for each district PTA
including our own. Involvement in
PTA Council is challenging,
enriching, and rewarding.

The Council Nominating committee
invites interested PTA members to
participate at the Council level,
become better connected to our large
school community and meet new
people from across the district. There
are many different kinds of Council
opportunities for interested PTA
members. The Council Nominating
committee is currently preparing its
slate of both elected and appointed
nominees for the 2004-2005 school
year. Candidates to the PTA Council
Board will be announced in March
and elected by the Council in April.
Please contact me if you are
interested in exploring positions
within the Palo Alto PTA Council. |
have the list of jobs and job
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descriptions so please ask me about
them. | look forward to hearing from
you soon.

Lynn Kidder
PTA Council Representative

2004-2005 PTAC Nominating
Committee

likidder@earthlink.net or 493-6575

Sign Up Early for the Juana
Run

Pick up a registration form in the
office or register online at
http://www.juanarun.org. Early
registration ends on Sunday, February
1, so hurry to take advantage of the
reduced rate. And don’t forget, the
Juana Run will be on Saturday,
February 28.

FYI

Terman Orchestra Coming to
Briones

Juana Briones parents are invited to
attend a music assembly program
presented by the Terman Symphonic
Band and Orchestra. The concert will
take place on Friday, February 13 at
9:00 am in the Briones MP Room.

If you have any questions, call Nancy
Coffey, Music Coordinator, at 329-
3944. Hope to see you there!

Dentists With a Heart

Over 70 dental offices throughout
Santa Clara County will open their
offices to provide free dental care to

January 30, 2004



eligible school-aged children on
Thursday, February 12 as part of the

“Dentists With a Heart 2004” event.
If you would like further information
about this program please call
Valerie Stinnett (408 879-8422) or
David Lees (408 879-8420) at the
Health Trust.

Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory

This family favorite, part of the
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre
Outreach program, features Addison
school students and will be performed
at Addison on Thursday, February 5
at 7:30 pm; Friday, February 6 at 4:30
pm and 7:30 pm; and Saturday,
February 7 at 2:30 pm. Tickets are
available through the Children’s
Theatre Box Office, Tuesday through
Saturday, 1:30 to 6:00 pm. For more
information, call 463-4970.

This production at Addison marks the
25th Anniversary of the Children’s
Theatre Outreach program, which
serves all three middle schools with
yearly productions and each
elementary school with Outreach
opportunities every three years.

Heading for the Snow?

The PTA Wardrobe offers snow and
ski clothing rentals in adult and
children’s sizes. A 2-week rental is
$15 for a child and $20 for an adult.
Group discounts for school groups,
service clubs, and scouts are
available.

The Wardrobe is located at Jordan
Middle School. Use the Middlefield
driveway. The hours are
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Wednesdays 2:00 to 5:00, and
Saturdays 10:00 to 1:00.

For information, call 858-0654 or
write Susan Voll at
foleyvoll@yahoo.com

Palo Alto Girls Spring
Softball

Palo Alto Girls Softball is open to
girls aged 5 to 15 (born after January
1, 1989) in Palo Alto and nearby
communities.
Games and
practices are
held mid-
March through
the first week
of June. The
focus is on
teaching
teamwork, sportsmanship, and
positive values, while developing
fundamental softball skills, and
learning to compete in a challenging
and exciting sport. Spring season is a
recreational league—everyone plays.
Clinics are held for beginners,
experienced players, and coaches.

Register on-line now through January
31. For information, call 361-0743 or
visit www.paloaltogirlssoftball.org.

Palo Alto Soccer Club Tryouts

The Palo Alto Soccer Club is seeking
committed soccer players aged 10 tol4
who are interested in advancing

their level of play on teams with
professional coaches. Tryouts are for
Class | and Class
Il Girls’ and
Boys’ teams for
the 2004 season.
Tryouts will be at
Cubberley fields

il
‘9,
on January 24, -

February 1, and February 7.

For information about age group
determinations and tryout times,
visit www.pasoccerclub.org. If you
have questions, call Jeanette
Marquess at 494-9214.
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Youth Soccer Tryouts

The Union Football Club is a nonprofit
youth soccer club formed by a group of
professional coaches and community
members in November 2003 with the
vision of providing the best material,
instruction, and environment possible
to help young players reach the
highest levels they aspire to. UFC’s
coaches, which include the Ireland
family, have extensive playing and
coaching experience and have been
involved in Peninsula clubs for over 14
years. All teams within the club are
select and will play year-round.

Tryouts for the club will run from the
end of January through mid-February
and will be held at JLS Middle
School. For more information, write to
admin@unionfootballclub.com or visit
www.unionfootballclub.com. If you
cannot make the dates posted on the
website, contact UFC by email for
additional dates.

Coin Drive for Animals

Don’t forget to bring in your coins to
benefit local animal shelters. Look for
the large coin collection bottle just
outside the office.

Reminder

Juana Briones Kid’s Club and all other
PACCC centers will be closed Friday
May 14th for a staff development
day.

Items included in the Briones Banner are
presented as a community service. The
Briones PTA and PAUSD do not necessarily
endorse any of the programs mentioned
here. For more information about any item,
please check to see if complete flyers are
available in the school office or are posted
on the bulletin board just outside the school
office
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